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1 See the remarks of Paul Oskar Kristeller regarding Ficino and scholastic philosophy, in his "The Scholastic Background of Marsilio Ficino, " Traditio II (), pp. -, especially on pp. -: "This scholastic element is Aristotelian rather than Platonic in character, and it is obviously due to Ficino's early training at the University of Florence. The specific sources of this element are difficult to verify as long as the philosophical and theological environment of fifteenth-century Italy is not more thoroughly investigated. For it is among the Italian scholastics of the fourteenth and the early fifteenth century that we have to look for Ficino's teachers, not among the philosophers connected with the French schools of the twelfth and thirteenth centuries, who have so far attracted most of the interest of competent medievalists. " These remarks are most relevant also in the case of Pico, whose formation and basic training in scholastic philosophy at the Universities of Ferrara, Padova, and Paris between  and , as well as the many explicit references to scholastic thinkers in his writings, are established facts (on this see n. ). On late scholastic schools in Italy see Cesare Vasoli, "Le doctrine teologiche e i primi inizi della crisi religiosa, " in Le filosofie del Rinascimento, ed. Paolo Costantino Pissavino (Milan, ), pp. - and Luca Bianchi, "Le scienze nel Quattrocento. La continuitá della scienza scholastica, gli apporti della filologia, i nuovi ideali di sapere, " ibid., pp. -.
2 A good starting point for this issue, with further references, is provided in Martin W.F. Stone, "Scholastic Schools and Early Modern Philosophy, " in The Cambridge
In the present study I wish to discuss the relationship and possible influence of the thirteenth-century master Henry of Ghent (c. -) on the fifteenth-century thinker Giovanni Pico della Mirandola (-). 3 More specifically, I would like to deal with questions such as which texts of Henry were read and used by Pico and how did Pico used Henry's authority in the different contexts of his writings. Focusing on the thirteen theses dedicated to Henry among Pico's  Theses (), and on some of the references to Henry in his Apology (), I shall try to trace these theses and references back to Henry's oeuvre, in order to compare Henry's original intention with the way Pico has used his opinions. The aim of such a comparison is to determine whether we can identify a specific influence of the medieval philosopher on the young and ambitious Renaissance philosopher.
Pico's admiration towards scholastic philosophy is evident in his writings. In his  famous letter to his humanist friend Ermolao Barbaro, which contains Pico's dramatic apology for the scholastic philosopher and his attack on the humanist rhetorician, we find, just before the fictitious speech by the scholastic, what seems like Pico's confession:
I have experienced this matter, both often on other occasions and in that most recent letter you wrote me, in which, while attacking those barbarian philosophers who, as you say, are regarded everywhere as sordid, crude, uncultivated, who [even] while being alive were not alive, they are much less alive [now] when they are dead; and if they were now alive they 
